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"How  SHALI.  WE  i’l  HSUAl  E  I  clE  SlAMf  S'  PE  IM/'! 
'I'O  AO.  EPT  THE  (!oS'  E!.i"" 


'Thar  \vi'!'(l  ]>ers' a  ii'  i.'i  i  n^worl.  !t  slioa'd  he  cin 
In  our  contact  with  tht-  p  -opie  of  oiaui,  ti'yiup  O'  v.iu  ,h  ui  .or 
the  Master,  aa  nunce  i d' />«/’.>' (t-' os oo?  is  worth  n"i' ■  than  a  t'ui  of 
(•< iiiipulsii  n,  ridic  ule,  c.r  sarcasin.  ddu-  l>iaaiese  p<  o;;  e  af.ei'  ali.  are 
not  veiy  unlilse  ourscives.  Ynu  c.vu  p  rsuele  fclieui  a  mile,  hat  w  u 
cannot  drive  1  hi  m  an  inch.  Pei’suade,  may  he  diotined;  i  " 
induce  hy  aiyainu'nt  or  entreaty.”  in  makiny  up  the  foiUiula. 

I  would  say;-  al  out  one  (  mice  efaiyumeut  to  eveiA'  pint  'f 
entreaty,  wcdl  tiavored  with  love,  d'ly  it  ai  d  yeu  wi  !  imd  tl.at 
the  ])atient  wi  1  hank,  i’”  after  the  dcse.  It  will  m  t  nauseate. 
'I'o  ])ersuade  is  to  induce,  to  lead  int'-.  Well:  i  i  or  er  ti-  lead  w  e 
must  first  know  thi-  way  ;iml  then  v\all';  in  it,  I  eiiy  earef’id  imt 
to  deviate  Iron,  the  titejalh  In  (  tl  tr  wmds,  if  we  wood 
]  ei  suade  this  pa'Ople  to  acce];t  the  (h  s|  ei  we  must  live  the 
(h.sptl  (’ne  of  h’i;  m’s  most  pamiiunt  ]  liiices  said  to  the  wiitu’ 
a  few  (lavs  ayi';-  "  If  all  (diristiaiis  would  do  as.h.sus  did,  what 
yreat  imiirovement  it  wiaild  make  (  n  this  vverld.”  The  Apostle 
Paul  said;-‘n'hough  I  speak  wdth  the  tongues  of  men”—  evor  so 
(docjuently  ‘  and  (d'  angels,”  —  ever  so  sweetly  and  |  ei  si.asivel.y 
“  and  have  not  love  I  an.  becouK'  as  soumdin.;'  brass  o.’' 
tinklino-  cymbal  ” 

In  laboi'ing  to  lead  this  people  how’  much  w'e  slid!  achiexo, 
if  we  can  truly  say  to  then  “  Follow’  me  as  I  follow  .lesus 
Who  wants  to  be  an  old  Ijrass  y,»ncr  y-iung  about  twamdu'c  in  the 
ears  of  this  peofilef  And  yet  Paul  teaches  that  wo  shall  be  th  it  :  nd 
nothing  more,  if  we  try  to  persuade  them  to  accept  the  Gospel 
without  first  liviiiy  in  the  spirit  of  the  (dospel.  "  lie  comjuer-.  who 
overcomes  himself.”  Put  wdth  rcfei'ence  to  my  subj(u-t  I  shi add 
rather  put  it;-He  c  mpiers  who  is  ovmci  me  liy  the  Loiahlesns 
If  the  love  of  .lesus  consti'ains  me.  then  the  love  of  desus  working 
thrcaugh  me,  wid  constrain  otlu'i's.  'hliats’  a  sure  rule. 


L  ■!  in  thi--  ( <  iiiiiio’  ye;ir  of  (tur  woi’k.  test  it  ami  proN'e  it. 
l'roi)il)lv-  tlia.'"  is  eu  aiyh  exe^’esis.  for  <  n'y  oni-  woril  of  lay  subject. 

1  li  t  yoo  i  o  I  \vor<|  F^khstadr!  1  he  A,)ost!e  used 

r'lA  sr  IS  >  o  i  \v  leu  he  sai  I.  We  1)eseech  you  by  the  mercies 
of  (h)d.  ’  .\ii  I.  by  the  way,  th  it  is  a  eery  ^oo  I  way  to  persuade 
111  Ml  t  •  ace  |)t  t  le  ( I  'sj)el  fJese ‘ch  them  by  the  mei'cies  of  CJod. 

I  fo'!o,v-d  that  rule  with  a  man,  on  the  island  .'>amooie,  about  oiu' 
w 'ek  a^'  I.  F.ir  a'most  one  Inmr  1  t  ild  him,  with  all  my  heart,  of 
the  mercies  of  (}  i  I  His  mercies  in  creati  >n,  in  the  sunshine,  in 
the  ai  ■  w  '  breatii  n  in  tlie  wavr  that  we  drink,  in  our  everv^  dav 
life;  Oai'  Father,  ciriim'  for  us  with  irceater  love  and  mercy  tlian 
e.tr  hl\-  parents;  your  Father;  but  above  all  His  mei’cy;  His 
I  oiny  ki  diiess  so  minifest  i  i  Jesus.  1  dwelt  on  the  latter.  I 
!o\’e  to  d  >  th  It  For  I  believe  that  one  ounce  of  the  mercies  of 

(ill  in  til'  L  ird  .fesus,  has,  cheerfu'ly  oiv^eu,  more  ])ersuasive 

! 'ower  th  in  ‘  eu  u  *un  Is  of  argument,  no  matter  how  loe-icallv 

I  J  O  t 

U'i  e  I 

W.'ll  1  told  this  man  precious  stories  of  the  Mercies  of 
<h)|  and  he  was  thus  persuaded,  that  ni^ht,  to  accept  the 
( f  'SO  I.  Then  let  us  persuade  the  Siamese  people,  by  the  Mercies 
of  ( to  1.  to  accept  the'  (tospel  of  our  Lord.  In  studying  this 
s  i  ij  'c  fo  I  id  sti  1  a'lnther  e-ood  nde  for  persuadinej  this  people 

lo  a'  Cept  t  le  (}  isjiel.  It  is  ill  the  following.;-  “  We  jira}^  you  in 

(dirists  see  id  b  •  ye  reconciled  to  Hod.’'  Oh  how  much  earnestness 
of  S' '111  the  Apostle  put  into  that  expression;-  “We  praj'  you.  ” 
Are  we  in  the  h  I'n't  of  trying  so  eirnesti}'-  to  persuade  men  that 
We  p'-ay  them  to  accept  the  Oosjiel  ‘t  Hut  the  maiu  part  of  this 
r.de.  to  which  I  beg  }  our  attention,  is  found  in  the  three  words;- 
In  ('hrists  stead’’.  With  what  compassion  and  earnestness  Jesus 
iuox-.mI  am  mg  the  people  of  His  time.  “He  went  about  doing 
gs  od. 

.\nd  there  was  persuasion  in  every  touch  of  His  hand.  As 
He  went  from  village  to  village  in  the  Holy  Land. 

(  See  M  ithew  !'th  J-i-JO.)  (.loMPAsstoN!  let  that  blessed 
word  hav,-  .i  lai’ge  place  in  your  heart.  Then  you  will  have 


I  (•!> ]  ower  with  )  wi  ])'»'  I'l  r  wIkhi'  ynii  latior 

•  !(  su',  ill  liis  lilcssi*  i  pei'siMi.  is  imt  wdini^  ahoiit  the 

\i  layi  s  d|  Si  .m.  tiyiii-  t>  ])<‘I'sUmi Iw  thr  pt'Ojilw  To  accapt  His 

(m)s]);-I.  li.it  He  does  I'e  ire  to  u(),  thiou.li  Ti'^.  into  the  homes 
i-t’  tiii>  I'e  i'le  In  oth  m-  w  asH  H,'  wa  ds  ns  to  o-o  ts)  Siam's 
|ie  i|i'e  ill  I  !i>  stead 

'riicii  let  ns  keep  this  hieh  i  leal  h  Imi-o  ns;-  “  [ii  Cdirists 
stead.  'I'hat  me  ns  tint  we  are  to  talk  to  them  in  the  same 
spirit  in  whii  h  He  talked.  He  made  His  work  an  orojanic  jiaid  of 

Himse  f.  It  was  his  meat  and  drink.  He  was  foil  ler  of  it  than  of 

His  d  lily  fo  >  I.  S  I  ninst  w  •  lo\  e  to  tell  men  aliont  -lesns  far  more 
ill  111  wt‘  lov  •  onr  iiii'  it  an  1  drink.  Xo  h  df  hearted  entreaty  will 
pers  i.i  le  me  i  \\"e  must  he  w  ho  e  Imiited  to  lie  persuasive. 

1  ha\  e  t  honoht  of  a  few  indi\  idnals  that  -lesns  trie<l  to  persuade 
And,  of  His  methods  wnth  tlmm. 

'I  he  mer'Cim  nies  that  wi'  reail  ahoiit  in  the  (hispel  of  .John 
(ith  (’liapter;-  “  Ve  seek  me.  not  heeanse  ye  saw'  the  miracles, 
hilt  heeanse  ye,  did  eat  of  the  loaves,  and  wa  re  tilled.  How  di<l 
■  It^sns  treat  tliein  ?  Did  He  turn  them  down  t  No!  He  jtreached 
to  them  on  ■  of  the  oratidest  sermons  of  His  life  He  told  tliem 
of  the  hread  of  (Jod  He  even  e.xtended  to  them  the  assurance 
that  w'e  so  often  lo\e  to  utter.  “  Him  that  cometh  niito  me  1 
will  in  no  wise  east  (lut.  "  It  has  hern  saiil,  ovoi'  and  over,  of  the 
people  at  one  of  onr  stations;-“  ()  these  peojile  are  after  the 
loaves  aiid  fishes,  that  is  all  they  w'ant  ”  nntil  1  have  often 
wondered  w  iether  t  his  estimate  of  that  people  has  not  hindered 
in  onr  effort  to  p  -rsuade  them  to  accept  the  (Jospel.  Wlien 
Henry  Marti  i  f(>nnd  that  the  Hindoos  only  came  for  ti  m])orary 
relief  and  seemed  to  care  nothing  for  his  preachino-  he  W'as  on 
the  pi  int  of  ei\  iiio- up  in  dispair.  I>ut  this  w'onderful  sermon  of 
-lesns  to  hread  seekers  came  to  his  mind  and  he  said  “  If  the 
Lord  .Tesns  wa-i  not  ashamed  to  preach  to  mere  hread  seekers  wdio 
am  I  that  I  should  yive  o\'er  in  (liseust,"  Then  if  at  times,  in 
tryiny  to  jiersuade  our  fellow'  men  to  accejit  the  (Jospel  we 
eri.w  d'.scourayed  hy  their  mercenary  motives  let  us  study 
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(■arerul'y  tliis  (Jth  Clui])ter  of  John  ainl  see  how  Jesus  with 
won  lerful  tact  and  earnestness,  ])reache«l  to  such  ]jei'|)le. 

The  second  individual  that  I  thought  of,  Wiss  proi  a'  ly  a.  tunid 
one.  He  came  to  Jesus  by  ni^ht,  and  he  seemed  to  liav.’  been  a  ra¬ 
tionalist  and  materialist.  We  would  think  not  a  vtu-y  p’-omisiim 
case.  Now  did  Jesus  tliink  that  to  teach  him  would  be  a  waste  of 
tiiiK^  ?  Did  he  say  it  is  late  at  niglit.  'The  Mos(|uit('.es  are  '  ery  bad 
I  l)id  you  ^ood-ni^lit  No!  you  have  read  the  third  Chapter  of 
John  and  vou  know  uhat  a  wonderful  sermon,  on  the  new  l)irth 
and  tlie  love  of  God  our  Lord  ])reached  to  that  materalistic 
nobleman.  Did  this  method  prove  successful  ?  Yes.  For  it  ])ei’- 
suaded  Nicodeiuus  to  accept  the  Gospad 

Now  permit  me  to  s;iy  to  you  that  if  a  rationalistic, 
mateiialistic  Siamese  nobleman  sliould  seek  you  lati;  at  id^ht  the 
l)est  way  for  you  to  try  to  persuade  him  to  accept  the  Gospel,  is 
to  rul)  the  sleep  out  of  your  e^’es.  take  your  mind  away  from  that 
comfortable  bed  of  yours.  Let  tlie  mosrpiitoes  take  all  the  blood 
they  want— may  be  the)’ will  relieve  you  of  some  of  your  bad 
blo(d— then  treat  the  nobleman  just  like  Jesus  ti-eated 
Nicodemus.  Kxj.Jain  to  him,  with  the  earnestness  of  your  soul 
that  wonderful  third  (diapter  of  John  and  your  faithful  sei'vice 
will  not  be  in  vain  “  Acc>'rdiim  to  vour  faith  be  it  unto  you.” 

Then  there  was  the  moralist,  just  such  an  one  as  we  often 
meet  in  Siam,  one  who  was  sanguine  that  he  could  make  heaven 
by  his  owui  etforts,  and  that  eternal  life  was  due  him  because 
of  his  nood  works.  In  fact  he  talked  tf>  Jesus,  very  much  as 
some  of  oui'  Siamese  fidends  talk  to  us.  He  told  how’  he  had 
kept  the  commandments  from  his  youth  uj).  Now  liow'  did  Jesus 
deal  with  this  Moralisti"  “  Then  Jesus,  beholding  him,  loved 
him.”  What  is  our  attitude  toward  those  wdio  come  to  us  telliiiL? 
of  their  merit  ?  Do 've  love  them  ?  Alas  !  I  fear  that  w’e  [)Our 
out  more  sarca'^m  and  are  more  impatient  with  tliem  than  with 
any  other  class.  J'hey  ai’e  oftm  just  as  faithful  in  kce]>iri^f  the 
commands  as  was  this  yi  ung  man  w  hom  Jesus  love<]  and  tried 
with  his  heart  of  lo\e.  to  pei’suade  t')  a  life  of  self  denial.  It  will 
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always  pay  to  tell  such  of  the  powerful  merits  of  .tesus. 

The  fourth  individual,  that  J  found  was  a  mother,  she  was  not 
f)nly  mercenary  but  \  ery  ambitious.  Still  she  bi'ou^dit  her  two  sons 
and  all  worshipped  Jesus.  >>’ow  Jesus  and  the  ten  Disci})les  knew 
just  how  ambitious,  mercenary  and  selfish  these  three  wei’e.  The 
Disciples  had  no  tact,  no  patience  in  dealing  with  them.  d'hey 
were  moved  with  iedionation  apainst  the  two  Itretl  ren.”  Thev 
had  no  heart  to  try  to  persuade  them  to  a  better  life 
They  put  their  magnifying  glass  on  the  fault  and  therefore  had  nc 
power  of  persuasion.  And  if  we  do  thus  we  shall  make  the  same 
mistake  eveiy  time.  We  will  lose  heart  and  with  it  lose  persuas¬ 
ive  power.  But  thank  God,  such  was  not  the  spirit  of  Jesus. 
“  But  Jesus  called  them  unto  him,  and  said,  3’e  know  that  the 
princes  of  the  Gentiles  exercise  dominion  over  them,  and  they  that 
are  great  exercise  authoritv^  upon  them.  But  it  shall  not  be  so 
among  j'ou  ;  but  whosoever  will  be  great  among  3"ou,  let  him  be 
3'Our  minister;  An<l  whosoever  will  be  chief  among  v^ou,  let  liim  V)e 
your  servant  ;  Even  as  the  son  of  man  came  not  to  be  ministei’ed 
unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to  give  his  life  a  ransom  for  nianje” 

Permit  me  to  introduce  the  fifth  person.  She  was  not  a 
i-ationalist  neither  a  moralist  nor  an  ambitions  one,  but 
onl}^  a  poor  sinful  woman.  I  think  she  was  a  ver^'  bad  woman. 
Probably  our  estimate  would  be  expresse<l  in  an  old  hopeless 
phrase.  “  She  was  past  saving.”  Now  when  this  woman  came 
to  Jesus  the  Master  was  weary,  liungry  and  thirst\^  Was  he 
governed  by  these  feelings,  so  that  he  lost  the  opportunit}'  to 
persuade  this  sinful  one  to  accept  the  Gospel  f  No  !  For  with  the 
love,  wisdom  ,  power  and  patience  of  his  great  soul,  forgetting  his 
weariness  and  hunger  he  told  that  poor  sinful  woman  of  tlu' 
water  of  life. 

This  one  of  the  grandest  seianons  t)f  his  life,  he  preached 
to  a  lone  sinful  woman.  Was  the  effort  wasted  ?  “  A)id  many 

of  the  Samaritans  of  that  city  believed  on  him  for  tlie  sa^dng  of 
the  woman,  which  testified;-  “He  told  me  all  that  e\er  I  did.” 

So  we  should  not  turn  av a\' fr(  m  the  most  sinful.  We  ma\- 


be  we  iry  but  vve  sliDuld  love  such  soiils  more  tlian  we  love 
f  se  ill  our  loiiLi:  ''eraudii  chairs.  We  may  be  hungry  })ut  if  we 
wiudd  persuade  jioor  sinful  ones  to  accept  the  Gospel  wo  must 
love  them  more  than  we  h>\-e  our  eood  food  and  luscious  mauo'us- 
t  lies,  li  y.)U  would  persuade  the  Siamese  people,  especially  the 
\ery  sintiil  ones  tluui  follow  our  Savour’s  rule  as  recorded  in 
.h'hn  dth  Chajiter. 

I  think  that  we  have  learned  fnim  these  several  cases  of 
Our  Master  dea'ing  with  the  individual  that  tact  is  absolutely 
es-eiUi  d  in  persua  ling  men  to  accept  the  Gospel.  No  matter 
lno\-  perfectly  you  may  have  L  arneil  the  langu  ige  if  \'Ou  lack  tact 
then  your  ctlorts  may  drive  the  Siamese  people  away  from  the 
(iospil  And  necessaiy  to  tact  is  a  close  sympathetic 
contact  wit^i  the  people  'riierefore  I  s.iv,  stmly  the  people  just 
as  dost  ly  and  withas  much  interest,  as  you  study  the  language, 
d'lic  failures  of  missionaries,  are  not  so  much  due  to  lack  in  the 
;  nuti  ige.  as  to  failure  in  understanding  the  people.  Don’t  lie 
like  til  -  mi''si(ui  iry  who  wrote  home;-  “  I  am  deepU*  interested  in 
the  ^tully  of  the  language  1  am  charmed  with  the  scenery  of  the 
t ountrv.  I  'O' aitlv  en'ov  the  luscious  fruit'.  In  fact  I  like 
everything  but  the  people."  I  venture  to  say  that  the  missionary 
who  has  gained  perfection  in  the  language,  but  has  failed  to 
learn  the  pe"])le.  will  have  far  less  influence  in  persuading  them 
to  .icce])t  the  Gos])e|  than  the  missionary  who  has  come  to 
un  lerstaiel  the  p.ioph-  and  sympathize  with  them  though  he  is 
only  me  liu  n  in  comm  in  !  of  the  language.  In  this  I  hope  1 
shall  not  be  under>tood  as  discounting  a  hard  studv  of  the 
language 

Now  what  do  we  mean  by  this  tact  which  we  hold  as 
SI)  essenti.d  in  persuading  men  to  accept  the  Gospeh" 

'Tact,  has  been  defined  as  nice  ])erception  or  skill.  That  is 
a  very  good  definition  but  as  bearing  on  the  subject  in  hand, 
the  following  one  is  better;-  ‘‘ Tact  is  wise  and  loving  thoimht- 
fulness." 

'I’he  true  place  to  learn  liow  to  exercise  that  kind  of 


i 

tacL  ill  f  ryiiiii:  to  |  *  ri^uailc  uk  ii  to  accojit  tli<'  (io^pei,  is  to  be 
t'  'Und  ill  the  life  ot'.Iesus  as  lecorded  in  the  (h  spel.  I  have  found 
this  suiiined  U})  as  follows  :  - 

(  1  )  We  there  find  that  Jesus  was  never  rud.-.  Rudeness 
will  never  ])ersuade.  'I'he*  Siamese  people  are  afraid 
of  rudeiies.-'. 

(2)  Jesus  in  his  labors  ne\'er,  needUessly.  spoke  a  harsh 
word. 

(d)  Jesus  ne\er  j^ave  needless  pain  to  a  sensitive  heart. 

(  f)  He  was  most  eonsidiu'ate  of  human  weakness. 

(o)  Jesus  was  most  ixenrle  toward  all  human  sorrow. 

(())  He  never  supjiressed  the  truth.  lint  He  uttered  it 
in  love. 

(7)  His  whole  life  tells  of  most  considerate  thouehtfulness 
for  others. 

Smj  1  belie\  e,  that  if  we  would  jiersuade  this  [leople  to 
accept  the  Hospel  we  should  tty  to  change  our  bluntness  and 
rudeness  into  true  o-eatleiiess  This  is  true  tact  and  it  will 
se!  lorn  fai  to  win.  Rishop  Thoborn,  the  leader  of  .Methodist 
missionaries  in  India,  in  e.xpressin^  his  views  on  this  subject,  once 
said;  ■■  Don’t  aiyue.  don't  ridecule.  If  I  could  recall  some  of  the 
sermons  1  first  preached  I  would  be  oJad  to.  I  used  to  be 
|)rond  of  the  fact  that  I  could  debate  for  two  hours  at  a  time 
with  learned  .Mohamadans,  But  now  I  am  sorry  1  ever  rlid  it-  If 
1  went  around  as-'ertino',  boastfully,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
eternal  son  of  God,  a  dozen  .Mohamadans  would  be  after  me  at 
once  Hut  now  1  strive  to  tell  of  the  love  of  Christ,  His  power 
to  save.  Where  He  will  take  us  when  life’s  jouney  is  over.  And 
ae’ain  and  ae'.iin  have  1  said  this  is  truth  as  I  see  it.  And  while 
I  have  been  s])eakino' to  you  (fod  has  been  workinu'  in  ycair 
hearts.  .And  if  lam  wrony  I  will  have  you  tell  me  so.  Correct 
doctrine  is  of  comjiaratively  little  account  unless  the  mission- 
ai'v  could  carry  a  me.''sa<’-e  of  love.' 

•  -  «  O 

Prince  Damrono.  'I'he  Minister  of  the  Interim’.  Once 
said  to  the  writer.  “  .Missioiiary,  as  you  e'o  over  Siam  publishing 
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Chfistiaiiity  I  hu})e  you  (lon't  abuse  our  people  because  of  their 
relij^ion,  or  ridicule  tlieiu  because  of  thei)’  superstitions.  No 
Missionai’y  don't  do  that.  Hut  tell  them  aboxit  the  love  ot  Jesu> 
that  will  make  better  men  and  women  of  them." 

The  late  Dr.  .McFarland,  that  Prince  amony  missiojiaries 
in  correct  use  (jf  the  Siamese  laneuaee,  and  untiring  in  work  for 
this  pet>ple  once  told  me  ‘‘that  at  one  time  he  was  ])r<md  of 
the  amount  of  sarcasm  and  ridicule  that  he  could  pile  on  to  the 
Buddhists.”  Theidie  a'lded,  “  but  that  was  the  ereatest  mis¬ 
take  of  my  life  as  a  missionary.''  And  why  was  it  so  f 

Because  there  was  no  tact,  or  wise  lovine  t liouehtfulness, 
in  it.  I  have  lieai’d  of  a  missionary  in  India,  who  bitasted  of  his 
ability  to  heap  ridicule  on  tlie  Hindoo  (lods  and  was  one  <lay 
<loin^  so  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  After  tlie  service  an  eclucatetl 
Hindoo  VjejJged  to  speak  and  dining  the  course  of  hi-'  remarks 
addressing  the  missionary  resjjectfully,  lie  said  Sir  you  liave 
sliown  great  abilitv  in  ridiculing  oui‘  (lods  and  showing  their 
defects.  We  know  all  that.  Sir,  would  it  not  be  better  for  you  to 
tell  us  sometliing  about  desus  f 

I  rememVier  hearing  a  missionary  when  preaching  liai'd 
against  Buddliism  use  this  expression;-  “  le  Buddachow,  mun 
penari,  mun  mi  roo  chak  ijuam  chir'g.”  That  missionary  never 
knew  the  result;  but  I  well  remember  that  just  as  he  had  finished 
the  abusive  expression  a  rather  tine  looking  Siamese  officer  arose 
and  saiil:-“  le  maw  nan  fate  yang  nan  ka  mi  yahm  fang.”  Now  let 
us  put  these  expressions  into  English  ami  see  how  tliey  sound. 

That  vagabond  Buddha:  what  do<*s  he  know.  He  dont  know 
the  truth.”  And  the  Siamese  officer  leplied  ‘‘  d'hat  vagabon<l 
missionary,  if  it  preaches  like  that,  1  will  not  listen.”  And  he 
left  the  chapel  in  anger,  never  to  return  again.  Imagine,  if  you 
please,  a  Buddhist  priest  addressing  a  Christian  audience  in 
America,  and  using  sucli  abusive  langua”e  about  .lesus.  What 
do  3^ou  think  woid<l  be  the  result  f  So  let  us,  in  trying  to  j»er- 
suade  the  Siamese  people  to  aceept  the  (lospel,  follow  the  golden 
rule.  I  rejoice  t«t  say  that  fht*  abov«*  numtioried  missionary  is 


tiyinj^  to  do  tliat  b}’  telling  the  ))eo])le  about  tlu*  love  of  .I('hus 
and  His  power  to  save.  The  folhnvin^  w<»nls  of  another  la.'ai--^ 
strongly  on  this  subject  in  pi’eseiiting  Christianitv  to  tbe 
people  of  the  East. 

'riiere  lias  been  in  the  past  a  too  prevalent  feiding  that  our 
Western  ideas  were  so  superior  that  it  was  not  only  a  |  ri\’i!ege 
but  a  duty  to  override,  and  trample  dowii  all  jii'ejudiees  nf  the 
heathen  mind.  For  instance  in  pictures  of  i<lols  and  heathen  acts 
of  worship  it  has  not  been  uncommon  to  make  usr^  of  an  element 
of  sarcasm,  as  well  as  exaggeration,  in  utter  forgetfulness  of  the 
fact  that  the  heathen  mind  does  not  at  first  view  things  fr;>m  our 
standpoint.  A  great  point  is  gained  when  an  attitude  of  fairness, 
candor,  apjireciation  and  Christian  courtesy  is  taken.  t)iir 
work  among  these  people  is  not  a  work  of  iconoclasm  except 
incidentally.  What  is  needed,  in  persuading  these  ])eopl<-  to 
accept  Christianity  is  to  present  the  Gospel  to  them  in  a  tru<‘ 
Christian  spirit;  a  courteous  presentation  of  the  more  excellent  way. 

It  is  a  repetition  of  the  old  fable  of  the  storm  and  the  sun¬ 
shine  in  their  rival  attempts  to  deprive  a  traveller  of  his  wraps. 

I  have  thought  of  many  other  answers  t(*  this  all  important 
question;-  “  How  to  persuade  these  peopile,  whom  we  love, 
to  accept  the  Gospel.”  But  I  can  only  mention  them  with  the 
hope  that  others  may  take  them  iqi.  Present  the  Gospiel  with  all 
the  enthusiasm  of  3"Our  soul.  In  dealing  with  neeih'  sinful  men 
never  lose  gri})  on  your  enthusiasm.  Think  of  Judson  in  the  foul 
prison  of  Burma,  with  thirty  two  pounds ‘of  chains  on  his  ankles 
and  his  feet  bound  up  to  a  bamboo  pole,  when  taunted  b)'  a 
fellow  j)risoner  sa^dng;-*'  Dr.  Judson  what  ab(mt  the  prospect  of  tlu' 
conversion  of  the  heathen”—  answerin'*'  with  unwaverin^ 
enthusiasm  — “  d’he  prospects  are  just  as  bright  as  the  jn’ornises 
of  God.”  Or  of  Jewett,  when  the  American  Baptish  iMissionai  3' 
Union  had  lost  heart  and  was  thinking  of  abandoning^  the  work  a- 
mong  the  Telegus,  enthusiasticall3^  pleading  for  those  ])eopkp  .>a3'- 
ing;-  Don’t  abandon  them.  God  has  a  peo|)le  among  them.  If  3mu 
abandon  them  I  shall  go  back  to  the  Telegus  alone,  unaided  save  b\' 


10 


tilt'  sMirir  iiF  (lod.  Wfi'-  such  enthusiasm  fi’iiitless  ?  Witness  the 
ti\e  liundre<l  Christian  churches  of  Burma  ami  the  many 
thotisau  I  itappy  christians  amono-  the  Telejrus! 

Present  tin- ( losi)el  with  deep  convictions  of  its  Divine 
source,  and  its  Wonderful  a  lai)tation  to  the  needs  of  the  people  to 
whom  you  uive  it 

Labor  for  the  iiividual.  never  ^ive  uj)  a  man  wliose  friend¬ 
ship  \'ou  havi*  o-aine  1  and  who  manifests  the  least  interest  in  the 
(lospel.  Mat  lsay.  so  successful  in  Formosa,  attached  ojreat  import- 
aiie(‘  t'l  this.  He  held  fast  all  he  yot. 

.\  desperate  tlacoit  who  had  murdered  a  numl^er  of 
people,  a  I  1  was  the  terror  of  many  districts  of  Burma,  once 
wan  lervsl  into  a  chapel  and  listened  with  closest  attention  to  the 
pro  ichino-.  d'he  missionary  noticed  him  and  asked  him  to  come  again; 
Hidd  oil  to  him  and  invited  him  to  repeated  talks  in  his  home,  ddie 
ilacoit  was  c  inverted,  accepted  the  Oospel  and  became  an 
ardent  pri  acher  of  the  truth.  The  multitudes  heard  him  gladly. 
Thousands  wa  re  persua<led  to  accept  the  Gospel  through  his 
ministr}'  'I'hus  the  converted  dacoit  “  Kothabu  ”  became  the 
I  .Apostle  to  the  Kannis.  Dr.  Xevius  discounted  Bazar  preaching 
and  magnitie  1  personal  contact  with  the  individual. 

I  w  u  d  11' u  discount  the  former  but  I  would  say  seek 
out  the  indi'  i  Inal  ..nd  knep  track  of  him. 

Fin  dly.  an  I  above  all  tbe  essential  thing  in  jiersuading 
men  to  accept  the  Gosjiel  is  love.  This  was  jireeminent  in  our 
•Misters  work  for  sinful  men.  It  led  him  to  la}’  down  his  life  for 
them.  Without  it,  we  will  la*  mere  brass  ofoncrs  oi'  tinkliiiir 
cymbd".  I  shall  m.-ver  forget  this  beautiful  picture  of  Christian 
love  in  ac’i  ni  fo  ■  a  [)oor  aban  loned  sinful  man.  A  cripple,  wdto 
was  told  liy  a  disciple  of  desus  to  call  for  the  medical  missionary 
and  r. -plied.  “  ()  he  will  not  take  any  notice  of  a  j)oor  loathsome 
creature  like  me.’’  But  the  disciple  answered  “  yes  he  will,  just 
try  him  ”  ddie  writer  went  to  that  little  bamboo  hut  with  the 
me  deal  mission  iry,  and  it  w’as  so  filthy  that  it  took  gi’eat  effort 
to  t*nt  -r  it  d'he  po()r  Jiian  was  covei'ed  with  foul  ulcers.  Tin- 
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medical  missionary,  moved  by  the  spirit  of  him  whose  hand  touch- 
e<l  tlie  leper,  with  warm  water  cleansei!  those  ulcers  and  I  read 
to  the  cripple  the  wonderful  stories  of  Jesus’  love  and  healing 
powei'.  d'he  tears  ran  down  the  old  man’s  face  and  he  exclaimed, 
‘- ()  missionary  1  have  never  seen  love  like  this,”  O  the  love  of 
Jesus!  It  bi-oke  and  won  his  heart.  He  became  a  happy  Christian 
and  was  baptized  in  the  little  hut.  We  carried  the  elements  of  Jesus 
broken  bod}"  and  shed  l)lood  into  that  little  hut.  And  there  the 
three  of  us  commemorate<l  Hbs  dying  love  His  love  passeth  all 
understanding!  One  eminent  in  winning  souls,  has  emphasized 
this  thought  in  the  following  words;-  “All  the  self  denial, 
patience,  tenderness  and  delicacy  of  love  are  needed  as  the 
Loril  knew  well  in  dealing  with  men  who  are  naturaly 
unintei'esting  <ir  perhaps  repul.siv^e;  and  hence  our  Lord  saw  the 
necessity  that  there  should  be  lo\'e.  “But  how  could  there  be  love 
for  them  I  answer  only  by  love  to  Jesus.  Love  him  truly 
then  your  heart  will  take  in  the  whole  World.  It  is  not  science 
nor  intellect  nor  elo<|uence  that  wins  souls  but  love  to  Christ 
pouring  over  in  love  to  men.  Love  will  give  you  a  delicacy  of 
percej^tion,  and  ingenuity  of  persuasiveness  which  no  heart  shall 
be  aide  to  resist.  Love  will  reconcile  the  profound  scholar  to  a 
life  among  savages  and  it  will  carry  us  through  the  jungles  of 
Siam  to  the  regions  beyond.  It  will  carr\’  the  refined  and 
cultured  woman  with  the  jirecious  tidings  into  the  most  unattract¬ 
ive  homes.  Love  will  bear  all,  believe  all,  hope  all,  endure  all, 
if  onl}'  it  ma}’  win  men  for  Christ.  I’he  true  secret  of  endurance 
is  love.  Ma}'  the  love  of  Christ  constrain  us.  May  we  be  rooted 
and  grounded  in  it,  so  that  we  shall  be  well  prepared  to  persuade 
the  Sianiese  people  to  accept  the  Gospel. 

A  (juaint  old  Divine  once  said,  “  In  order  to  preach,  one 
ought  to  take  three  looks  before  every  seianon.  One  at  the  depth 
of  th\'  wi’etchedness.  Another  at  the  depth  of  human  wretchedness 
all  ai'ound  thee.  And  a  third  at  the  love  of  God  in  Jesus.  So 
that  empty  of  self  and  full  of  C(unpassion  toward  thy  fellow 
men  thou  mayest  be  able  to  minister  God’s  comfort  to  souls.” 
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